PART 1: TAKE NOTES DURING A LECTURE               ANSWER KEY:  points possible

PART I:  TED TALK [Note: Students listen to the lecture & take notes 1 to 2 weeks prior to the final exam. The teacher either lets students keep their notes to study for the exam (meaning no using notes on the exam) or collects the notes and returns them to the students during the final to use. If using a TEDTalk, keep in mind that students are likely to go home and watch the talk again several times to improve their notes. Thus, letting students keep their notes encourages the good students to improve those notes and study for the test just like they would in a university class.

WARM-UP

We read the article “Get Your Own Slang” in class.  We also listened to a short lecture about  teenagers and slang.  What have you learned so far about slang?
	
	Is slang a new phenomenon?
	Who tends to create and use slang the most?
	Does everyone approve of slang?
	Do languages other than English have slang?

In today’s TEDTalk, the speaker argues that slang words like ‘hangry,’ ‘defriend’ and ‘adorkable’ fill crucial meaning gaps in the English language, even if they don't appear in the dictionary.  After all, who actually decides which words make it into those pages?  The language historian in the talk gives a charming look at the humans behind dictionaries, and the choices they make.
	What do “hangry”, “defriend” and “adorkable” mean?  Do we need these words?
	What do you think defines a “real word”?

PREDICTION
Today, you are going to watch a video lecture that continues our discussion about slang.  Before the lecture begins, consider everything that you have learned on this topic.  What do you expect to learn from the lecture?  Write two predictions below, in the form of questions.  (1 pt each)

1.  


2.

Note-Taking
You may use the space below to take notes, but the notes will not be graded.
Anne Curzan, “What Makes a Word Real?”  (www.ted.com)



QUESTIONS
9.  Ann Curzan tells a story about a dinner companion who asked her about the word “defriend”.   He already knew what the word meant.  What can you infer about why he asked her about the word?   (2 pts.)
	He asked because he doesn’t approve of these new “words” that spring up.  He’s really asking if new slang such as “defriend” are technically words.  He’s asking what makes a word “real”?

10.  According to Anne Curzan, what do most people mean when they say a word isn’t real?  (2 pts.)
	They mean that the word does not appear in the dictionary

11.  Explain what Anne Curzan means when she says that dictionary editors try to both “appear cutting edge” and “not appear faddish”.  (2 pts.)
She means that they want to strike a balance between the two extremes.   They want to be up-to-date and in touch with the latest developments, but at the same time they don't want to follow a trend in new-word usage that disappears quickly.

12.  What does the speaker mean when she says that dictionary editors are “just trying to keep up with us”?  (2 pts.)

She means the editors are trying to follow people's usage of words, and people are changing their usage all the time

13.  When the speaker talks about Lake Superior State University, what does she mean by "banished words”?  (2 pts.)
	    Words that they think should be eliminated from the language

14.  This is a two-part question.  Be sure to answer both parts.
   a) What has the speaker noticed about the “list of banished words” and the list of words being considered for “word of the year”?    (1 pt.)
	They are often the same words

   b) Why does she think this happens?  (2 pts.)
Because both groups are noticing the same thing, that these words are becoming more common

15.  What is the main idea (the TED Talk “idea worth spreading”) of the lecture?  (3 pts.)
	Accept an answer that includes one of these ideas:
	A word is real when it is understood by a community of people, not just when it appears in a dictionary.  Language evolves, and this makes language interesting.

PART III.  ABBREVIATIONS and SYMBOLS [contains extra optional material]
What do each of the following symbols and abbreviations mean?  (1 pt. each)

	<, > 
	less than, greater than
	
	increase, grow, gain

	≈
	about, approximately
	w/in
	within

	/
	or
	∴
	therefore

	vs
	versus, against
	
	leads to, caused

	
	change
	w/
	with

	w/o
	without
	+
	and

	s/th
	something
	s/o
	someone

	i.e.
	that is
	e.g.
	for example




PART IV.  IDIOMS [extra optional material]
What does it mean …  (1 pt each)

26.  … to look through “rose colored classes”? 
see only the good or positive side of something

27.  … to “knife someone in the back”?
to betray someone;  to hurt someone without their being aware of it

28. … to speak “off the cuff”?
to speak without preparation

29.  ... to have a “green thumb”?
to be able to make things grow

30. … to have a “heart of gold”?
to be very generous and caring

31. … to “get to the bottom of” something?
to find the root cause of a problem

32. … to “have your hands full”?
to be very busy

33. … to “sit on the fence”?
to be undecided


PART V.  PRONUNCIATION [contains extra optional material]

Suffix Stress Shift
How many syllables are in each word below?  Which syllable is stressed?  


	
	
	# of syllables
	stressed syllable
	
	
	# of syllables
	stressed syllable

	EX
	substitute
	3
	1
	
	substitution
	4
	3

	34.
	create
	2
	2
	37.
	creativity
	5
	3

	35.
	electric
	3
	2
	38.
	electricity
	5
	3

	36.
	capital
	3
	1
	39.
	capitalization
	6
	5



Past Tense Endings
How many syllables are in each word below? Is the final sound /d/ /t/ or /ed/?

	
	
	# of syllables
	final sound

	EX
	walked
	 1
	t

	40.
	calculated
	4
	ed

	41.
	washed
	1
	t

	42.
	removed
	2
	d

	43.
	invented
	3
	ed

	44.
	missed 
	1
	t
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9.10 TED TALK PART 1

[. . .] A couple of weeks ago, | was at a dinner party and
the man to my right started telling me about all the ways
that the Internet is degrading the English language. He
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brought up Facebook, and he said, “To defriend? | mean,
is that even a real word?” | want to pause on that question:
What makes a word real? My dinner companion and |

both know what the verb “defriend” means, so when does
a new word like “defriend” become real? Who has the
authority to make those kinds of official decisions about
words, anyway? Those are the questions | want to talk
about today.

think most people, when they say a word isn’t real, what
hey mean is, it doesn’t appear in a standard dictionary.
That, of course, raises a host of other questions, including,
who writes dictionaries?

=

.. .J Even the most critical people out there tend not to be
very critical about dictionaries, not distinguishing among
em and not asking a whole lot of questions about who
edited them. Just think about the phrase “Look it up in the
dictionary,” which suggests that all dictionaries are exactly
e same.

TED TALK PART 2

. ..] Here's the thing: If you ask dictionary editors, what
they’ll tell you is they’re just trying to keep up with us as
we change the language. They’re watching what we say
and what we write and trying to figure out what's going to
stick and what’s not going to stick. They have to gamble,
because they want to appear cutting edge and catch the
words that are going to make it, such as LOL, but they
don’t want to appear faddish and include the words that
aren’t going to make it, and | think a word that they're
watching right now is YOLO, you only live once.

Now | get to hang out with dictionary editors, and you
might be surprised by one of the places where we hang
out. Every January, we go to the American Dialect Society
annual meeting, where among other things, we vote on the
word of the year.

[. . .] Now, a few weeks before our vote, Lake Superior
State University issues its list of banished words for the
year. What is striking about this is that there’s actually often
quite a lot of overlap between their list and the list that we
are considering for words of the year, and this is because
we're noticing the same thing. We're noticing words

that are coming into prominence. It’s really a question of
attitude. Are you bothered by language fads and language
change, or do you find it fun, interesting, something worthy
of study as part of a living language?

[. . .] In retrospect, we think it's fascinating that the word
“nice” used to mean silly, and that the word “decimate”
used to mean to kill one in every ten. [Laughter] We think
that Ben Franklin was being silly to worry about “notice” as
a verb. Well, you know what? We're going to look pretty
silly in a hundred years for worrying about “impact” as a
verb and “invite” as a noun. The language is not going

to change so fast that we can’t keep up. Language just
doesn’t work that way. | hope that what you can do is find
language change not worrisome but fun and fascinating,

Audio and Video Scripts

just the way dictionary editors do. | hope you can enjoy
being part of the creativity that is continually remaking our
language and keeping it robust.

So how does a word get into a dictionary? It gets in
because we use it and we keep using it, and dictionary
editors are paying attention to us. If you're thinking, “But
that lets all of us decide what words mean,” | would

say, “Yes it does, and it always has.” Dictionaries are a
wonderful guide and resource, but there is no objective
dictionary authority out there that is the final arbiter about
what words mean. If a community of speakers is using a
word and knows what it means, it's real. That word might
be slangy, that word might be informal, that word might be
a word that you think is illogical or unnecessary, but that
word that we're using, that word is real.

Thank you.
[Applause]

UNIT 10
10.1 TED TALK PREVIEW CLIP

So we're going to test the machine. So first of all, give me
your poker face. Yep, awesome. [Laughter] And then as
she smiles, this is a genuine smile, it’s great. So you can
see the green bar go up as she smiles.

10.2 LISTENING PART 1

Craig, could you tell us a little bit about what you do?

I'm the deputy academic head at an international school.
In addition to my teaching duties, | also take on the role

of a guidance counselor there. So | speak with students
whenever they are facing any difficulties, and offer them
advice. Most of my students are between 18 and 22 years
old.

What kind of problems do you usually help your
students with?

Some of the common challenges they face are uncertainty
about what jobs they want to do in the future, and family
problems. As | work in an international school, | also

meet some students who have trouble adjusting to a new
country and school environment.

10.3 LISTENING PART 2

How do you help the students who come to you?

It depends on the kind of problem they’re facing. But the
most important thing is to first help them better understand
their own emotions. | usually get them to think about

why they are feeling a certain way. By breaking down the
problem, it’s easier to identify the cause and deal with it in
a suitable way.

How important is it for us to manage our emotions?

We make big and small decisions every day, and they
shape our direction in life. All of these decisions are
influenced by our emotions. So it’s really important for us
to know how to understand and manage our emotions
effectively. It will help us to make good life decisions.





